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Before leaving Yicksburg a large ma ¬

jority of tlio loth Iowa and other troops
as well veteranized reenlisted for
three years or during the war

In the Spring of 1SG4 the Seventeenth
Corps joined Sherman at Chattanooga
where he was preparing for the Atlanta
campaign However 1 had been sick in
hospital at Mound City 111 and was not
able to rejoin my company until just after
the battle of rcachtrec Creek where
Sherman defeated Hood driving him into
Atlanta I was proud to learn that the
Seventeenth Corps had won Imperishable
laurels in that engagement but regretfully
found that there was not one commis-
sioned

¬

oflicer in Co 15 I was promoted to
Second Sergeant acted as Orderly and
for a time was in command of the com-

pany
¬

my duties in consequence being of
en arduous and miscellaneous character

ATLANTA

We had been moved around to the
northwest of Atlanta and July 2S we
were moving slowly through the woodl
and field toward the city Suddenly our
skirmishers encountered a solid line of
Hoods army advancing toward us The
Confederate General was making a move-
ment

¬

similar to the one he made against
our left at Poachtree Creek The Fif-
teenth

¬

Corps was on our extreme right
and this time Hood struck Black Jack
Iogau The fighting was extremely des-

perate
¬

the battle opening about 1 p m
and closing at 0

The 15th Iowa was lying in reserve
about 300 yards east in plain view of the
fight About 3 oclock the tnemy broke a
portion of the line causing a legimeut to
withdraw Gen Iognn sent to Gen Bel-

knap
¬

for a regiment to close the gap
Then was our time Gen Belknap took
the 15th Iowa and went double quick to
the point indicated Halting in a rivlne
about 100 yards from the gap he ordered
ns to fix bayonets and charge The rebels
fought bravely but we drove them back
and closed the gap The Confederates
made daring assaults along our line but
were invariably repulsed In that battle
Gen Howard commanded the Army of the
Tennessee he having Miceceded Gen Mc
lherson who had been killed in a pre-
vious

¬

engagement That night after the
battle Gen Howard walked along the
entire length of the line congratulating
the troops upon their signal success

Sherman kept moving his lines nearer
the rebel fortifications crawling up under
cover of darkness and digging pits in
which we could conceal ourselves during
the day In the 10 or 12 days inanuvcr
ing we ascertained beyond a doubt that
tho Confederates had strong fortifications
all around Atlanta Both sides indulged
in a great deal of sharpsliooting and I
think that in the game we lost two men
where the rebels lost one Dr Fisk As-
sistant

¬

Surgeon lying on his cot in his
tent was killed by a musket ball fired by
some rebel sharpshooter

Upon one occasion we were ordered to
be in readiness to march by 0 oclock at
night There was no beating of drums
no- - blowing of bugles The orders were
spoken in whispers The wheels of wagons
and artillery were muffled We then
marched to the rear perhaps half a mile
The direction was changed and we
marched west and southwest led by the
pioneers All this time a skirmish line
with here and there a piece of artillery
confronted the enemy to make them
think we were all theie as usual About
daybreak we heard the whistle of a loco-
motive

¬

south of us Then there was
cheering instead of whispering and in an
astonishingly short time Shermans bum-
mers

¬

were strung along that railroad for
miles and what they did to it was a
plenty

We learned subsequently that the train
was a special going into Atlanta the
passengers being notables who expected to
join in a celebration of Shermans retreat
torthward

The enemy had one road left running
Inlo Atlanta from the south Within 48
hours they were deprived of that one too
We marched upon it in broad daylight It
Is unnecessary to say what we did with it

Gen Hood withdrew into the city and
soon thereafter retreated southward Slier
man pursuing as far as Lovojoy Station

Gen Sherman moved us back to At
lanta anfi in a general order said that
since starring on the Atlanta campaign
wo had been 81 days under fire and that
lie would give 5J some much needed rest

ETItZ AFTER HOOD

We had rested some eight or 10 days
whcnwe received orders to march Hoodsarmy was in our rear attempting to cut
our communications The enterprising
Hood had attacked the garrison at Alla
toona an important strategic point Being
defeated theie he continued to move
northward

mg Atlanta that we marched 20 miles
halting at sundown to camp for the night
we supposed We had scarcely eaten our

regulation sapper hardtack sow ¬

belly and coffee when our division then
commanded- - by Gen Giles A Smith was
ordered to march We were informed
that Hood was trying to capture Resaca
The pioneers blazed the way for us across
an exceedingly rough country to a railway
station 1G miles distant There we
boarded stock cars that carried us 05
miles north to Resaca in time to save the
place

On the next day four or five miles out
fn ni Itesaca the enemy gave us a little
buttle at Snalte Creek Gap Their resist-
ance

¬

at this point however was merely to
hold our advance that they might facili-
tate

¬

their retreat through the gap or pass
which is narrow and about 10 miles long
Their pioneers followed in their rear foil-
ing

¬

trees across the road to retard our
p irsuit Gen Sherman sent a detach ¬

ment around with a view to intercept the
rebels at the upper end of the pass but
the detachment got there too late We
continued to march northward but we
never saw Hoods army again

IX A LOW GREEN VALLEY

Wo were now ordered over into north-
ern

¬

Alabama for a little rest in some
rich valley where we could find forage and
plenty of good water We found just that
kind of a place It was delightful The
people were exceedingly hospitable and
treated us with kind consideration In
that little valley I taw a lady 80 years
old who said she was born there and had
never seen a town

One night while I was stationing a
picket guard along the mountain side a
big bear was scared from his lair and
started down the mountain it appearing
to me that he took his tail in his mouth
nnd rolled down An old settler told me
that when the bears of that locality
wanted to descend a mountain or hill
they just doubled emselves up and rolled
down as they could go easier and faster
iu that manner than on their feet

When we regretfully left that pleasant
Alabama valley we again marched in the
direction of Atlanta At Kcuesaw Moun-
tain

¬

we encamped for another rest
l ROM ATLANTA TO THD SEA

The following is transcribed from my
pocket journal IS0 1

Nov 11 In camp at Marietta Gi We
received clothing to day

Nov 12 We marched to Big Shanty
three miles north of Kenesaw Mountain
Having destroyed the railroad we re-
turned

¬

to camp G p in
Nov 13 The loth Iowa received some

drafted men and marched at 9 a in Went
into camp 5 p m near Atlanta on our
old battle ground of July 28

Nov 14 At 1 p m camped near At-
lanta

¬

Shermans army destroying rail-
roads

¬

and Confederate public pmpcrty
looks like Sherman intends to strike the
Confederacy a hard blow somewhere

Nov 15 To day we moved at 1 a to
tnfl went into camp at 7- - p m

r 2- -
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Nov 1G Marched at 7 a m and en ¬

camped at 530 p m near McDonough
Ga Rapid marching

Nov J7 Moved at 5 a m Camped at
5 p m on Sandy Ridge

Nov IS Moved at 7 a m stacked
arms at 2 p in and marched again at
1130 p m Crossed the Ocmulgeo River
and went into camp at 3230 a m

Nov 19 In motion at 9 a m Camped
near Monticello Ga at 7 p m

Nov 20 Marched at G a in camped
at 8 p m Passed Hillsboro Ga About
50000 soldiers are marching through
Georgia cutting a swath some 50 miles
wide We are devastating the country
and devouring everything that hungry men
can eat Gen Shermans march is so ar-
ranged

¬

that his entire army can see him
once or twice a week The army marches
by several nearly parallel roads There
are about four separate bodies three of
infantry and one of cavalry Gen Kil
patricks cavalry divided scouts in our
front and protects our Hanks and rear

LlfTED A SEALED EAPTHEN JAR

The wagon trains travel on the main road-
ways

¬

while the infantry marches along
the sides of the roads thereby protecting
the trains Gen Sherman marches with
one column to day and with another to-

morrow
¬

alternating until he has marched
a day on each road thus giving every man
a chance to see him once or twice a week

Nov 21 Moved at 7 a m Camped at
G p in near Gordon on Macon
Augusta Railroad

Nov 22 Marched at 12 m Camped at
3 p m near Irvin Ga

Nov 23 Moved at 9 a m Camped at
3 p m at Toomsboro Ga on the branch
of a railroad

Nov 24 In camp at Toomsboro
Nor 23 In motion at 730 a m Tn

camp at 3 p in three miles from the
Oconee River

Nov 20 Marched at 130 p m
Crossed Oconee River on pontoons and
encamped on the other side near the river

Nov 27 Moved at 8 a m Camped
Waddles plantation 4 p in We arc

drawing on the country for subsistence
Where the people are good we give them
vouchers for what we take from them
Where they have absconded from their
homes we of course leave no vouchers
As Gen Sherman says War is hell I
think a katydid following our rear would
starve

Nov 28 Moved at 7 a m Camped at
430 p m Plenty of forage

Nov 29 Marched at 030 a m Camped
at J p in

Nov 30 Moved at 10 a m Camped
at 0 p in tho Ogeechcc River Co
B detailed to stand all night with flaming
torches to light the way through tho
swamps and woods the night being very
daik

Dec 1 Moved at G a m Destroyed
part of a railroad and went into camp 5
p m

Dec 2 Moved at S a in Camped at
G p m near Milieu Ga on road leading
to Savannah

Dec 3 Marched at 7 a m Destroyed
more railroad and went into camp at 4
p in

Dec 4 Moved at 9 a m Camped at
7 p m

Dec 5 Moved at 0 a m Camped at
5 p m Oliver Station

Dec 0 In camp near Oliver Station
Dec 7 Moved at 7 a in Camped at

430 i m
Dec 8 Moved at 8 a m Camped at S

p m Passed Marlow Station
Dee 9 Marched at 8 a m Camped

at Pooler Station at 3 p m Had a spirit-
ed

¬

figlt and threw up fortifications It
appears that the Confederates intend to
resist our further advance

Dec 10 Marched at G a in Formed
line of battle in front of Savannah about
noon Brisk skirmishing Short of ra-
tions

¬

Found some rice which we hulled
with our hands Good diet We must eat
corn and rice until we can reopen com
munications Corn is scarce

Dec 11 The Twentieth Corps relieved
u and we were moved further to the
right camping in another position at
3 p m

Dec 12 Marched at 5 a m Camped
at 8 p in

Dec 13 Moved at 0 a m Camped at
S p in Gen Ilazen commanding the Sec-
ond

¬

Division of tho Fifteenth Corps
stoimed and took Fort McAllister the key
to Savannah

Dec 14 Remained in same position 10
miles west of Savannah

Dec j j Remained stationary
Dec 10 Moved at 10 a m Camped at

1 p in on Ogccchee Sound
Dec 17 In camp on Ogcechee River
Dec 18 Still in camp
Dec 19 At 1 a m moved toward

Savannah and went into position in the
front line of the army close to the rebel
skirmish line

Dec 20 Still in camp near enemy
Wo aic separated from their line by a
system of rice swamps By lying low and
yelling at the top of our voices we manage
to talk with the rebels

Dec 21 The rebels have stolen a march
on us and got away from Savannah We
mado a rapid inaich four or five miles
entered the city and encamped
cemetery We were hungry and it to
my lot to look around for supplies Tak ¬

ing a small detail with me 1 went into
the business part of the city Seeing an
old man standing in front of his store I
inquired for commissary stores He had
nothing but crackers made of rice and
cornmcal which he sold at 23 cents a
pound Just then nn officer from the
Twentieth Corps came along nnd I had to
divide with him We got 1250 pounds
each I hired a negro dray driver to haul
my share to the camp where I opened
boxes and tossed rice cakes right and
left to the appreciative boys The scram ¬

ble was lively and amusing At night I
went to theater The rush was ter-
rific

¬

Shermans army seemed intent on
witnessing the play

egggteg jjiJM
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We remained in the pleasant and beau-
tiful

¬

city daring the holidays having a rea-
sonably

¬

good time
OS TITE OCEAH WAVE

Jan 0 1865 we marched out of Savan-
nah

¬

and boarded a vessel bound for Beau-
fort

¬

S C Not being sailors it seemed to
us that tho steamer was encountering an
awful storm Tho winds blew and the
waves rolled high We became seasick
and lost our rations About 3 a m
next morning wo disembarked at Beau-
fort

¬

somewhat to the surprise of the in-

habitants
¬

By this time our stomachs were
demanding to be filled The hotels nnd
restaurants were ordered to prepare break-
fast

¬

for 7000 bummers Unhesitating-
ly

¬

the proprietors undertook to cater to our
clamorous appetites This was not so dif-
ficult

¬

as thev could easily rake from the
bay an unlimited quantity of fresh oysters

IN SOUTH CAROLINA
Jan 7 We marched out of Beaufort

and went into camp where we remained
several days We then moved seven miles
further west and going into camp made
preparations to stay a while However
our stay was brief Again marching west-
ward

¬

we crossed the Broad River There
after a spirited fight we captured the
rebel fortifications- - Capt Kellogg of Co
A 13th Iowa and a number of good men
were killed We then moved to Pocatnligo
and went into camp The enemy clearly
manifested a disposition to oppose our
campaigning in South Carolina We were
forced to go slow Adopting Gen Hal- -

l

SITE OUT

the

near

near

near

the

near the
fell

the

tho

the

leeks Corinthian tactics we were eight
days going 25 miles-- There was no move
from Pocataligo until Jan 28

Jan 29 Marched at 1 p m going
north There arc indications that Sherman
intends making an extensive campaign in
the original rebel State V have 15
days rations of hardtack and salt meat
for one das-- We nre expected to jay
hawk shef p goats hogs and poultry
These luxuries however are scarce

Jan 30 Moved at 8 a m Camped at
10 a in on a large plantation

Jan 31 Still on the old plantation
Feb 1 Marched at 7 a in Camped at

G p in near another big plantation I
took a squad of men and went some miles
from camp on a foraging expedition Go-
ing

¬

up to a mansion on a fine plantation
I asked the lady who appeared to sell me
something for hungry men and horses to
eat

No sir we have nothing for you
I took an old negro man aside and told

him that Shermans hummers would bo
there within a few hours and that it
would be impossible to conceal anything
from them From the appearance of tho
place I was satisfied the people were not
starving I bribed the old darky with
some Confederate currency and he diioet
ed me to a locality in the woods sonic 300
yards fiom the mansion There after
Mime difficulty we found a pit ingeniously
concealed In it were stored com bacon
molasics and miscellaneous other things
While the men were removing the corn
and provisions I saw two women running
towaid us One of them went to a big
log dropped jipon her knees and I thought
she was going to pray Instead she
scraped away some leaves dug a little
with her fair hands and then lifted out a
sealed earthen jar With the jar in her
a raw she ran to the house The other
woman came to me and demanded a
voucher for what we had taken from the
pit I asked the old negio what the jar
contained ami lie said

Well Marsa if jo keeps it ter ycrelf
I tels yo

All light Sambo said I
Well den sah dem wimmins had three

gold watches an ten thousan dollars in
dat ole jar

Feb 2 Marched at 8 a m Camped
at 7 p in near bridges on the Silke- -
hatchie River the Confederates occupying
a strong position on the opposite side and
covering the crossing with aitillery

en isy hluewii maunvenng we
crossed the very peculiar river making a
flank movement and the rebels disap
peaied

Feb 4 Remained in camp at the livor
awaiting lhe cro sing of the main army
and tiaius

Feb 3 Still in camp
Feb G In motion at 9 a in Camped

at 5 p in a idioit distance south of the
Augusta Charleston Railroad -

Feb 7 Moved at 7 a in Camped
at n p in near Midway

Feb S Moved at 7 a m down the rail-
road

¬

toward Branchville Detioved the
road and returned to Midway at 5 p m

Feb 9 Moved at 10 a in Fought the
enemy about an hour and they then re
treated across the Kdisto River

Feb 10 Encamped at last nights
bivouac rorage plentiful

Feb 11 Marched at 7 a m Cimned
at 4 p in on the North Edisto River op--
posne urangeourg

Feb 12 Moved at 7 a m crossing the
river and marching into Orangeburg the
rebels having evacuated the town Went
into camp at 4 p in

Fell 13 Marched at 7 a m Destroyed
C C R R and caminped at 5250 nniIf the Copperheads would come down
here and follow hliermans bummers they
would learn that wo are having a hard
roail to travel figuratively speaking

Feb 14 Marched at 9 a m Camped
at 3 p m w hile out with a foraging
party and approaching the buildings on a
rich plantation a canebrako intervening
we were fired upon from the buildings We
returned the lire but when we iiniriiil
from the canebrake we discovered that our
assailants wore tlie blue a foraging nartv
from the Fifteenth Corps One of them
vus sngiuiy wounueii An old negro

usimeii our lorage 10 camp in an ox cart
uuu uicrcuy naiigs a inic

A riCHT WITH BLES
Among other things we captured a

bee hive full of honey and bees To keep
the stinging insects on the inside we
wrapped the hive in a blanket We were
traveling a corduroy road ono of Sher-
mans

¬

own make and by the time we
sighted the camp the jolting of the cart
had disarranged the blanket and the bees
very mad swarmed out and began busi ¬

ness immediately making one of the
hottest fights I ever saw Preliminarily

they attacked the nigger and the cattle
and then went for everybody in sight
Away went the cattle and cart followed
by tho nigger who vnlorously fought
the pursuing bees with his hat and shout

7ViJ- rfi -- -

ed Hi Massa white mAsfop dem
oxen or dars gwine to bcti dcad nigger
suah Stop cm quick While we were
trying to save the nigger0tho bummers
ran away with the honey psft

vi in itramiioil of A tn At 7 rt

m we came up to the rearqf he Fifteenth
Corps and went into camp GOneir leiu

Feb 1G Starting at 7 nm we made
a rapid march and came Iti sight of Co-

lumbia
¬

at 10 n m The ptMtion assigned
ns w iih nnrnllel with the Saluda River and
opposite tlio northern part dfthe city The
littcentli corps crossea me saiuua iuvr
on pontoons and then potooncd the
Broad River and crossed Id Before enter-
ing

¬

the city the two riversl uniting nt Co-

lumbia
¬

and forming the Cflrfcareo River
The rebels commanded byitGcn Wade
Hampton evacuated the ciUyl

Feb 17 Gen Belknap anil other ofli
ccrs of the Seventeenth Cdrps had been
manuvering to cross in front of tho city
on an improvised flatboat - At 11 a m

Lieut Col Kennedy Capt Goodrell and
Lieut McVrthnr with five or six men
from tho 13th and 15th Iowa paddled the
flatboat across the Congarcc River in the
face of the rebel sharpshters double
quicked into the city and hoisted the Star
Spangled Banner on the State Capitol
At that instant the Mayor was out north
of the city surrendering it to Gen John
A Logan

Feb 18 The army and trains arc cross-
ing

¬

the liveis Columbia was burned to
ashes last night but wo did not set it
afire Prior to evacuating the city the
Confederates desired to destroy some
thousands of bales of cotton and in order
to do so thev piled the cotton in the mid ¬

dle of the streets and applied tho match
They burned the cotton nnd the city as
well leaving 50000 people homeless

Feb 19 Starting at 11 a in we
marched 10 miles destroying railroad and
rctui ned to same camp at night

Feb 20 Moved nt 8 a m Destroyed
raihoad and camped at 2 p m

Feb 21 Sent a large amount of Con-

federate
¬

currency to our boys in rebel
prison pens Left camp at 11 a in
Camped at 8 p m

Feb 22 Marched at 7 a m Tnssed
through Winnsboro and went into camp at
4 p in

Feb 2 Moved at 7 a m crossed
Wateree River at 1 pm and camped near
Libertv Hill While foraging my squad
had a little battle with guerrillas They
captured one of my men and burned hiui
at a stake Kilpatricks cavalry captured
a squad of these guerrillas and retaliated
bv having one of them shot

I Cl 24 Marched at 030 a m through
the usual pine forest the trees being from
70 to 0 feet high Camped about night- -

fil11- -

Feb 2 Broke camp and waded a
swamp Many contrabands following
Camped nt 7 p ni

Feb 20 Marched nt 9 a m Arriving
at Lynch Creek we found the rebels had
opened a big dam above The water over ¬

flowing the lowland was a mile wide
However the bridge was still standing
Having crossed the bridge we waded
waist deep to high ground Camped at G

Feb 27 Tn camp on Lynch Creek We
are resting on a big plantation belonging
to Gen Bell who is away from home A
bright mulatto boy an excellent cook de-

sires
¬

to accompany me lie says he i

Gen Bells son I have agreed to let him
become mv cook and hodv servant Nearly
all of these mnlattoes livftlg vuth aristo-
cratic

¬

Southerners are wjjty and wise
This is a rich plantation and we aic living
high 4i2j

Feb 2S Marched eastward at 9 a m
Camped at 7 p m pmjf

March 1 Moved at 9 a m Encamped
12 miles west of Cheraw -

MarcJi 2 In same camp
March 3 The First Division captured

Cheraw the fruits of viiiloryT being li
pieces of artillery 3000 small arms and a
few prisoners Camped afLp in near
the captured town lj

March 4 In camp near Cjieraw on the
Great Pedee River

March 3 Moved at 12ihUCrossed the
river Camped at 4 p inI

March G Marched at 9tim Camped
at 3 p ni near BennettsvilM

March 7 Maichcd eastwaiilat 9 a m
Camped at 8 p in

March 8 Movd ntS4rir m Camped
at 9 p in iifar College HiJi

IN NORTH CAROLINA

March 9 Broke camp lit 11 a in
Bivouacked at 7 p in

March 10 Marched at 730 a m
Waded a erc k ami camped at 2 p in

March 11 Maiehed at 9 a in Cap-
tured

¬

Fnyatevillc
March 12 In camp at Fajettcville
March 13 Moved at 10 a m Crossed

Cape Fear River Camped nt 8 p in
March 14 Marched eastward at 1 p m

Camped at A p in
March 15 Moved at 8 n in Camped

at 5 p in During the night a bridge is
to be built over a small stream

March M Moved at 9 a in We arc
still in the swamps and building corduroy
ronds In cnmii at G t in

March 17 Marched at 7 a in More
swamps more corduroy Marched 20
miles In camp at 5 piin

March 18 Marched at 7 a in Camped
at 8 p in

March 19 Marched nt 7 a in Camped
at S p m Our knapsacks are getting
heavy we nre tned and footsore uiie
long weary matches wading rivers
creeks and swamps are becoming monot ¬

onous
March U0 Ordered to make a forced

inarch to leinforce the lcfC flank of the
annv Moved at 2 a in

Mai eh 21 Still fighting the bittle of
Bentonville which was begun josterdny

March 22 The enemy abandoned his
position in our fiont last night and re
treated acros the Ntuse River

March 23 Moved nt S a in nnd
camped near the Neuse RivOr at 7 p in

March 2 Maichcd at 9 a in Crossed
the liver and encamped near Goldsboro

Heie we lested in a beautiful camp
until some time in April Our surplus
lm trim m was sent to New Beine to be
shipped home that our subsequent march
ing might be less wearisome i went in
New Berne liijself and there with a
wealthy family I left my mulatto body
servant I would be glad to hear from
that boy Minm Young Bell

When we moved upon Raleigh Gen
Johnston retreated seven or eight miles
west to Greensboro where he surrendered

While Jens Sherman and Johnston
wcie in conference Gen Kilpatrick and
Wade Hampton were iu another room
humorously discussing their exploits with
cavaliy the conversation running some- -
wlmr ns follows

Say Wade have you kept count of the
number of times I made you SKcaauuie
during the march to the scaand through
the Caroliuas

No Kil 1 have not bijl let me remind
you of what happened toyon in Georgia
i surprised you early onennojiiiug and in
your hurry to get away you neglected to
put on your socks put ofi another mans
boots mounted tho wrong horse and
veiled Run boys IfsCtoo hot for us
here I

ON TO ItlCIIIIoVli
About a week after Tohistons surrender

we joyfully turned our fjiici northward
knowing that we were gojjigjlionie The
march to kiciiiiioiki wns luic cuum iu
ing in light inarching ordc ami our hearts
cheerful the long rapid marches were
comparatively not wenrisnjno

While tarrying a few davsiu and about
Richmond many of us visited the Jeff
Davis mansion public buihliijfif the vari-
ous

¬

prisons now empty and other places
of interest

On the march from Richmond to Wash-
ington

¬

wo passed over numerous historic
battlefields on through Alexandria and
encamped on Arlington nights

I shall not attempt to describe the
Grand Review that took nlacc in Wash
ington Abler pens than mine have de
picted its glories and artists have painted
the spectacular scene

We remained there n week perhaps
longer enjoying ourselves in various ways
especially iu greeting comrades whom we
had not seen for a long time

MUSTERED OUT
From Washington we were ordered to

Louisville Ky where wo were mustered
out July 24 18C5 We were then sent to
Davenport Iowa where wo received our
final discharge and pay Aug 3

-- jr

My company enlisted In October 1801
consequently it had been in the service
threo years and 10 mouths

years and years the grass ha9 blossomed
Faded died their graves upon

Xcars and years yet not forgotten
Mcmrics such as theirs live on

The end

OPENING THE BATTLE

How I Saw the First Shot Fired at Gettys
burg

Editor National Tribune Gen
Bufords First Cavalry Division Second
Brigade reached Gettysburg at noon
June 30 1SG3 The 9th N Y Cav was
encamped in a field west of the town I
with some five others was detailed to
stand picket on the Cashtown road I
went on picket nt 4 oclock the morning
of July 1 There was a slight fog that
Inorning I was stationed by the side of
the road under a cherry tree when it
grew light nnd the fog lifted I could see
about a mile or mile and a half down the
road From where I stoodit was a gen
tle descent about half way to a brook
then raised gradually to the top of a
hill where I could see a house and barn
opposite each other Soon after daylight
I saw a stir at the house and barn Short-
ly

¬

after an old man and a boy came rid ¬

ing down the road to the picket post He
told me that his daughter had a field glass
nnd that from her chamber window she
saw about a mile or moie away a column
of Confederate infantry and they filled
the road from side to side nnd readied
back as far as she could see and were
coming this way

He wanted to know if I thought there
would he a fight and what he had better
do I told him that there would be a
skirmish and that he had better take
himself and family into some secure place

The general impression among us was
that the main battle was to be fought
on other giound

Then I moved out into the middle of
the road where I could have a clear view
of the top of the hill and house and barn

About the time I thought the head of
the column would come over the hill
Capt Cheney 9th N Y Cav came to
relieve the pickets of Co I same regi-
ment

¬

who were ordered to report to Gen
Sickless headquarters

I reported to tho Captain what the
farmer had told me and the Captain in
his quick short way said CorpI
Hodge take two men and ride as far as
the top of the hill If you see anything
suspicious send one of the men back
and j on go on and see if you can sec any-
thing

¬

of the column of Confederates
CorpI Hodge galloped down the road

and while the Captain was talking to the
Sergeant I was seated in mv saddle
watching the top of the hillj wishing that
the column would appear as the boys
were poking fun at me as they did not
believe there were any Confederates near

Just then I saw the flash of their guns
in the morning sun They were march
ing loute step and completely filled the
load

I said There they come and glanc-
ing

¬

down the road saw CorpI Hodge and
men who had nearly reached the brook
They slopped and looked at the column
and then he sent two men back to the
picket post By this time the column was
iu plain view of him I saw him rise up
in his stirrups and fire his carbine turn
his horse slowly and ride back far enough
to reload his carbine Then ho turned and
filed again I glanced back at the column
of Confederates The firing had had no
effect but to cause them to change from
lonte to column step

It was the most beautiful sight I ever
saw as they changed step with tho
blight sunshine on their guns and I was
wondering if we could ever stop them
when I was aroucd by Capt Cheneys
sharp words saying Sergeant take your
men and icport to Col hackett that there
is a large column of Confederates coming
down the road I will try and hold them
in check with my pickets until relieved or
leinforccd

As we iode to the rear we heard our
pickets firing their carbines You know
the peculiar sound of Sharps caibines as
of two boards slapped together That is
the way I saw and heaid the first gun
fired at Gettvsburg John P Rorertson
Co I 9th N Y Cav St James Mo

Battle of Tupelo
First Lieut J O Vanarsdal Co K

4 th Iowa Cav Belle View Ranch
Springfield Col writes Gen Kaum s ar
ticle in The National Tribune of Jan 13
was of special interest to me I was rear
guard floin Tupelo to Old Town Creel
some five miles fiom Tupelo About one
mile from Old town Creek the rebels at
tacked Co K 4th Iowa Cav We were
compelled to fall back We expected sup
poit but judge our surprise when we
came to tho creek and found no prepara
tion to meet the enemy who was upon
us with two brigades Bells and Cros
lands Our whole aimy was going into
camp on the noith side of Old Town Creek
in plain view of the enemy Tho situa
tion was desperate I heard an oidcrly
deliver iiistiuetions to the Colonel to take
charge of the rear and hold the rebels in
check until reinforcements could come up
A second orderly delivered like instruc
tions and still no preparation was made
to meet the attack It was then that I
without orders dismounted my company
counted on and prepared to make resist
ance Gen Winslow arrived at this mo- -
ment Lieut an he said pointing to
a position take jour company and hold
that point in spile of everything About
this time Gen Forrest came on the field
with two brigades and Reevess icbel bat
tery A few volleys from our Snciuers
caused the buttery to seek shelter For- -
lestsaid afterward that he rode out to
his left acioss an open field I have a dis
tinct recollection of ordering a lolley fired
by Co IC in that direction and no doubt
his scveie wound was inflicted by a bullet
fiom one oC our Spencers According to
Forrests leport my company alone
checked for half an hour until reinforced
by Cos I and G two full brigades of
Confederates Forrests report says we
fought behind breastwoiks All the pro- -
ictiion we nan was a row rails piled up
by niy company ns wo advanced to the
pesjtion assigned to us AVo went into
mis light witn from Ti to 100 rounds each
and came out without a single cartridge

afIffl Sick
And I Will Supply You With

a Cure
I ask for no money just a postal just

say that jou need help
I will mail you an order good at anv

drug store for six bottle Dr Shoops
jieMursiiivc ion may nine it a month
on trial If it succeeds the cost is 350
If it fails I will pay the druggist mv- -
sclf and your mere word shall decide
it

Over half a million sick ones have done
what I ask of you and 39 in each 40
have paid for the treatment gladly be-
cause

¬

they weie cured
I dont know your condition nor how

difficult your case That doesnt matter
If you will make the test and be fair
with yourself and me I am willing to
take the risk

My success comes from strengthening
the inside nerves which operate the ital
organs I have spent my life in learn-
ing

¬

how to do it A weak organ means
weak nerve power It is like n weak
engine that needs more steam To doctor
the organ is useless what it needs is
power to act My Restorative alone
brings back that power and iu most of
these diseases no other way can cure

My book will tell you why

Simply state which
book you want and
aildrcM Dr Bhoop
Box S31 Racine Wis

Rook No 1 on Dyspepsia
Rook No on ths Heart
liook No on tho Kidneys
Book No 4 for Women
Book No S for Men scaled
Book No 6 on Rheumatism

Mild cues not chronic na often enred by oaa or
too bellies At all drafglsu

a acjtjs Mz Sn i sSr o - a-t--

PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Along be Whole

Line

X FAMOUS onOAXIZATIOX
A M Trunk 5th Ohio Battery Woos

tcr O writes I wish to express my
thanks to Comrade Kay 41st 111 a win-
ner

¬

in Tho National Tribune contest who
kindly mentioned our regiment as being
part of his brigade commanded by Col
Push The regiments composing the bri ¬

gade were the 2Sth 41st and 53d 111 the
ad Iowa and the 53d Wis The comrades
who read this will recall our trip down
the Mississippi from Memphis to Vicks
burg in May or June 1803 the little af-
fair

¬

at Greenville where our boats were
fired into by a battery on the Mississippi
side nnd some of our brigade wounded
A gunboat soon made the rebels skedad-
dle

¬

nnd one regiment landed marched
across the narrow point and reembarked
below Greenville That day Greenville
was destroyed by fire and when we re-

turned
¬

in the evening there was nothing
left but smoking ruins We landed at
Hainess ISIuff marched around the city
and took our position on the left where we
remained until the surrender July 4 On
the 5th we started for Jackson where
one section of our battery took an active
part in that sharp short struggle of July
12 Some comrades of the brigade in
writing up this affair have not mentioned
that a section of our battery was there
They certainly heard our guns We were
along the load near the railroad Three
of our drivers lost limbs by the discharge
of canister Ten or 12 others weie wound-
ed

¬

Returning to Vicksburg our connec
tion with the brigade was severed after
nearly a year of pleasant association
The 5lh Ohio Ilattcry was sent to Helena
thence to Little Itock where we remained
until mustered out

extemno viCKsnuno
Comrade E Codling Co K 2th Iowa

Nevada Iowa writes Kindly allow an
old veteran in whose home your paper
is a weekly visitor to state a few facts
regarding the occupancy of the city of
Vicksburg Comrade Wcllnian says the
4th Minn did not reach the city until
4 or 5 in July 4 lSii Gen Lcggctt
in his report says The 45th 111 crossed
the rebel works a few minutes after 10
oclock a m July 4 lSfSS and marched
directly into the city ofVicksbuig arriv-
ing

¬

at the Court Iloiie between 11 and
12 a in J B Shumatl Co K 45th
III says That being the case the 4th
Minn must have found the 45th 111 and
its flag awaiting them As an cyc witnes
I wish to settle the controversy While
the white flags were floating upon the
rebel breastworks and Grant and Pem
berton were arranging the surrender I
climbed over the works and captured a
rebel dirk which I still iiave in my pos ¬

session and in company with two vory
Iarge powerful Johnnies started for the
city of Vicksburg I entered tho city
wearing the onlv blue coat I saw

Whistling Dick at the Court House
I paid a negio barber 10 cents Uncle
Sams money for a shave I then staited
to return to my regiment About a mile
out of the city I saw off to my left a
body of our men heading for the city I
took them to be Gen Grant and his escort
It was about 11 oclock a m This
agrees with the report of Gen Teggett
and also with the statement of Comrade
J 15 Shumati

a rsiQun nixonn
John S Dollinger Sergeant Major 1st

Ohio Cav Covington O writes as fol-
lows

¬

I had before its coneetion by
the War Department some years ago a
military record which I believe can not
be duplicated by any of the old comrades
I am a native of Pennsylvania but re¬

sided ill Ohio at the ontbreak of the re-
bellion

¬

I enlisted in Co K 11th Ohio
April 10 1SC1 discharged from three
months service August 27 1S01 reenlist-
ed

¬

in Co I 1st Ohio Car Oct 11 1SC1
for the period of three years and reen-
listed

¬

in the same company and regiment
as a veteran for three years or during the
war Jan 4 1SG1 at Pulaski Tenn A
few days later I received notice from
Capt Tower Provost Marshal of tho 10th
District Penns lvania that I was legal ¬

ly drafted and to rcpoit at Lebanon Pa
within 10 days for transportation to Potts
ville Pa or be considered a deserter
As I failed to report I think I had that
additional honor conferred I was finally
discharged May 20 1S05 by reason of
gunshot wound A volunteer three times
from April 10 1S01 to May 20 1855 a
drafted man by brevet December 1S03
deserter same rank January 18G4

camp crouxD or the ICtii ca cav
Robert II Atkinson First Lientenanr

Co A ICth Tn Cav North Wilkesboro
N C writes When attending the Na-

tional
¬

Dneampmcnt at Washington I
visited the old camp of the Kith Pa Cav
near Uladcnsburg Md It was here that
our regiment was stationed during the
latter part of 1S02 and eaily 1SG3 The
surroundings weje familiar and I found
the town as sleepy as ever The build-
ing

¬

used for Commissary and blacksmith
shop was gone The house that was head ¬

quarters seemed larger and nearer the
load The trees where the guards had
their tents have grown to quite a forest
The flat where we buried the young man
who died of fever has grown up with ald-
ers

¬

and there is nothing to maik his
grave I made inquiry regaidmg a num
ber of citizens well known to members of
our legimeut and the answer was in every
case Gone

nrOTiiErs ix the co v 97th oiiio
J D Fuiton Co 1 07th Ohio Cam

bridge O semis the following list or
brothers in hlu company Liput and
Gr orge M Earnetr John and Win Brack
en Joseph ami Jackson --Uurnz I jhasr J
and Benj W Delaine IJobert and Tru-
man

¬

Haney Crawford and Joseph nope
Salem and William Johnson Joseph and
Tames Mehaffev John and Welcome Nel
son James and John Patteison George
and Aaron Stevens George and Presley
Sigmnn AVilliun and Andrew Teteriek
This company icciuitcd in Guernsey C
Ohio on June 22 1804 lost over 50 per
cent in killed and wounded in front of
Kenesaw Mountain Ga

thpee years max
Channcey B Taylor Co I 3d Mich

and Co 1 5th Mich Neillsville Wis
writes I am in accord with the senti-
ments

¬

expiessed by Comrade AV D Web-
ster

¬

1st N Y Battery in reply to Com ¬

rade C A Howe 130th III I enlisted
May 13 1S01 in the Diity 3d Mich
for three years Reenlisted Dee 23 1SG3
Later the 3d Mich was consolidated with
the Fighting 5th and we served until
tlio end of the war My total service was
four years two months and five days
and I believe the war records will bear
me out in my claim that this regiment saw
as much hard service as any in the Union
army

A rERSIMilOX BRIGADE BOY

J T Davis Co IC 117th Ind Salem
III was much interested in the story of
the Persimmon Brigade as told by Capt
Buchanan Comrade Davis served six
months iu Co IC 117th 111 enlisting
when only 14 years old Later he served
in Co I 91st Ind and was finally mus ¬

tered out Jan S 1SC0 He says that dur-
ing

¬

all his army experiences with Sher¬

man on the Atlautt campaign and with
Gen Thomas nt Franklin and Nashville
he never encountered such hardships as
daring his brief service with the Per-
simmon

¬

Knockers
SCATTERIXG

D C Petty Co B 1st M E S M
East Cleveland O writes that he can
beat the record of J A Roe He says
although Comrade Roe is four years older
he Comrade Petty has beep a Baptist
54 years a F A and A M 42 years
and a member of tho G A R 27 years
and a subscriber to The National Tribune
25 years

David E Wolfe of Milton Kan states
that while in a hospital at Front Royal
ho was visited several times by three Con-
federate

¬
guerrillas One had a deep wound

over the left eye He said he received it
during the early troubles in Kansas Com-
rade

¬

Wolfe would like to know what be-
came

¬

of these men
John Weatherford R R 2 McLeans

boro IU at the beginning of the war was

A NEW INVENTION
BIG MONEY MAKER
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at bom or traveUDff U or part tima ibowlof
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GenerafealU otto Fuel Gas from Kerosene cr
common coal oil No cotton wicb dirt klndliDZ
aahet or hot fiery kitchens Splendid cooker roast
er and baker Uakea summer cooking a pleasure

CHEAPEST AND SAFEST FUEL
13 to 90 CENTS a wi ahonld fnrslah Feel Oaa
for small famllr for cooking A KUon of Keroaena
oil eoftint 8c to lCs tbonU fnrniab Fuel Git for a
hot blao flatra Bra for aboat Hhourt

HO MORS HEED OF THE
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Should last 10 jrara Uanileomelr mads All alzoa
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livins in Alnliiinn When the Union
troops entered that State lie with two
brothers and a lirothcr-iii-la- joined Co B
17th Ind One brother was killed at
Chicknmniisa and hit brother-in-la- at
Selmn Ala Comrade Weatherford served
over three year and was mustered out at
the close of the war

Miss D I Dunlap of Essex Center
Vt writes that she is the sUtcr of two
soldiers and that one brother Hobert A
Dunlap Co II rlh X Y Cav was a
Uclle Isle prisoner and while in that
prison kept a diary which she still has

W R Shaffer Co II TiStli Pa Valier
Pa would have Washington made a per¬

manent Encampment city as he thinks no
other city has the same attractions for tho
old soldiers

William II Clark Rowan Iowa writesi
vigorously in opposition to the placing of
the statue of Gen Robert E Lee in Sta ¬

tuary Hall Capitol r
Thomas McElwain Pratt ICan aski

for the name of the man who responded
to Gen Logans call for volunteers to
throw hand grenades to drive the rebels
from the position they occupied after the
blowing up or lot Hill May XX ISO
Comrade McElwain also wishes to know
the company and rcsiment to which this
man belonged

GUARDING JEFF DAVIS

A Contemporaneous Account in Letter Writ-
ten

¬
toy Comrade Healey

Comrade Geo W Healey of Dubnqnev
Iowa ha forwarded to The National Trib-
une

¬

a letter written while guarding Jell
Davis Tho letter is as follows

Atlanta Ga May IS ISC
My Dear Mother Sisters and Brother

Your kind letters reached me yesterday
which brought gladness to my heart I
had not heard from you since I left East
port Miss

It is useless for me to give yon a full
account of the march as you will hava
heard the particulars ere this reaches yon

There is no doubt this expedition has
been the greatest of the war and for
fighting we have done our share and have
always been victorious

We have charged breastworks under
heavy cannonading like Colnmbns Ga
That was a night assault by our division
which the following companies were ia
of our regiment Cos E li and M Jt
was taken the first assault When tho
rebel cannon opened on ns with grape
canister and shell you ought to have
seen us hug mother rarth for a few min ¬

utes However I will drop this and give
something later Glorious news Jeff
Davis President of the Confederate State s
or so called with family and assistants

were taken in out of the wet by the Yan ¬

kee cavaliers It was about the 9th of
this month 75 miles below Maeou by the
4th Mich Cav

He and his family were brought hero
and sent to Augusta Ga escorted by 100
men of our regiment I was on the de-
tail

¬

every time I had the opportunity I
would look at him he seemed to take it
perfectly easy for one who was liablo
to suffer death

His wife is a large woman fair skin
good features judging from her personal
appearance one would take her for a very
kind lady she seemed to be very uneasy

When the train arrived at the station
at Anguta thou ands of people were
there to look at him for the last time

To keep him from making his escape
the family was put into two carriages
Jeff Davis wife and servant in one ami
daughters Winnie and the married one
OIis Iattcrson her name wjs I believe
into the other

The separation from his children
brought tears to his eyes I did not think
tho hard hearted devil could cry

At every station on our way down
were large numbers of soldiers and citi- -
zens to see if it was true that Jeff Davis
was our prisoner

They wond ask us what we were
going to do with him The answer they
would get was Hang him and hang he
will no doubt although he and his fam¬

ily were treated with respect by us
Your son and brother

Geo W ncviT
Iluster Rolls and Soap

Editor National Tribune The Otli
III Mfd Inf was one of the 1100 lighting
regiments and stands fifth in battle loses

This famous organization was recruited
in the Counties opposite St Lotus Mo and
had in it nearly C00 Germans in fact the
first four companies were all Germans and
that ideal company of Alton 111 Alton
Yeagors 100 strong under Capt Kuhn
was already armed and equipped when
the war broke out aud forthwith offered
their services to Governor Yates were ac-
cepted

¬

and the company assigned to the
SHIi III becoming Co A This splendid
body of patriotic men took part in 110
battles and skirmishes many of which it
fought entirely by itself The first fight
was at the little town of Saratoga Ky
Oct 13 1SG1 three men were wounded
The last fightwasat the crossing of Neuso
River N C April 10 1805 At the bat-
tle

¬

of Fort DonelsonFebirlS02 the regi-
ment

¬

lost 35 killed and lCt wounded at
Shiloh April G 7 1S02 it lost J05 killed
and 2S7 wounded at Corinth Oct 3 1

1S02 tho loss in killed was 22 aud the
wounded numbered S7 After this battle
the 9th III was reduced to a mere battal-
ion

¬

and in the Spring of ISC it was
mounted It was with Sherman through
all his campaigns first serving iu the Six-

teenth
¬

Corps then in tho Fifteenth Corps
and on the march to the sea Gen Frank
P Blair of the Seventeenth Corps made
a requisition for two companies of the Otli
111 and Co I of which I was Captain
was one of those attached to the Seven ¬

teenth Corps and we were at the head of
this famous organization until the great re-
bellion

¬

was crushed and wo finally turned
our horses over to the Quartermaster
General at Georgetown D C

At the Grand Review May IA 1S05
this regiment attracted attention by its
unique appearance all our baggage was
on pack mnles no army wagon or ambu-
lance

¬

was given us
This famous body of men through its

entire service of four years and three
months traveled thousands of miles and
stampeded many rebel camps under the
leadership of that illustrious soldier Jesse
J Phillips of Hillsboro 111 but in all
tne travels anu rams in winch wc took
part beginning with Padticah Ky ami
ending with Raleigh N C we --never
found n muster roll or a bar of soap

A wacner Uaptain Co U ath 11L
Warrensbnrtf Mo
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